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The content of this abridged course syllabus is not a learning contract and the instructor is not bound to it. It is offered in 
good faith and is intended as a helpful guide to the student. The official course syllabus will be provided at the first class.

Session/Term:  Summer 2024 (20245) Day & Time: Lectures will be Posted On: May 11, 25;  
Course Code:  SAB1081HF L6101        June 1, 8, 15, 22, 2024, at 9:00 am 
Course Title:  Introduction to the New Testament Method: On-line Power-Point Lectures 
Course Instructor:  Rev. Giuseppe Scollo Location: Delivered Remotely – Asynchronously 

Course Description:  
This course is designed to provide a survey of the New Testament world, authors, and theologies, and to introduce 
students to the historical-critical and other methods of exegesis (esp., narrative criticism). Attention will be given also to 
the relation of hermeneutics to Christian (esp., Catholic) theological tradition, as well as to determining, among other 
things, the senses of Scripture, the intent of the author, the structures in the texts, and the stance of the reader. 
Prerequisites: 
None 
Learning Outcomes: A diligent application of the course material should enable students to: 
1. Acquire skills and techniques for fruitful interpretation and practical application of the NT in personal reading of it 

and in the preparation of homilies or other pastoral talks, as an expression of the interplay between intelligent/ 
rational inquiry and the enlightenment of faith. 

2. Understand and explain the various methods of NT interpretation as either synchronic or diachronic. 
3. Attain a general knowledge of the NT books, their authors and theologies, their literary, historical and cultural 

backgrounds, as well as their major themes and most distinctive features.  
4. Demonstrate appreciation of the issues involved in hermeneutics (or the philosophy of interpretation) and the 

exigencies involved in reading the NT texts (especially by considering the senses of Scripture, the in-tent of the 
author, the structures in the texts, and the stance of the reader). 

5. Apply narrative-critical exegetical skills in the analysis of a text, motif, or character, from either one of the four 
Gospels or the Acts of the Apostles. 

Requirements: 
1. Faithful and punctual on-line class attendance (NB: The Log in/Log out on the above dates/times will be monitored); 
2. Participation in the on-line discussion forum; 
3. An adult learner’s respectful interaction with peers, instructor, and guests; 
4. Full compliance with all required reading material and written assignments; 
5. Completion of a Research Paper (i.e., a text, motif, or character study) and two other assignments; 
6. Submission of a final course evaluation at the end of the term. 
Required Text(s): 
Powell, M. A. Introducing the New Testament: A Historical, Literary, and Theological Survey. Second Edition. Grand Rapids, 

MI: Baker Academic, 2018.  

N.B.: Supplementary (both required and suggested) readings, as well as the instructor’s lectures, will be posted on the 
Quercus learning platform. 

Possible Test(s)/Assignment(s)/Presentation(s): 
Class Attendance & Participation:   15%  
Two Assignments:   40% (20% each)  
One Final (Research) Paper:   45% 
                                                                                       Total:  100% 
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